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One Body, Many Gifts

Review of 1 Corinthians 12

* The Test of True Spirituality (vv. 1-3)

* Various Manifestations for the Common Good (vv. 4-11)

* One Body (vv. 12-13)

* Many Members (vv. 14-19)

* No Division in This Body (vv. 21-26)
* Pursue the Greater Gifts (vv. 27-31)

1 Corinthians 13

Agape: the Most Excellent Way

Preview of 1 Corinthians 13

» The Excellence of Agape (v. 12:31)

» The Necessity of Agape (vv. 1-3)

* The Practice of Agape (vv. 4-7)

* The Permanence of Agape (vv. 8-12)

* The Preeminence of Agape (v. 13)

The Excellence of Agape
1 Corinthians 12:31

* 31 And | am showing you a still more excellent
way.




A Clear Pattern

Types of Love

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Personal Love Impersonal Love
Unity  Diversity Maturity Emphasi Attractiveness of the| Character of the
phasis beloved lover
1 Corinthians | 12:1-13 | 12:14-31 13:1-13 Old Testament 17N o7
Hebrew Ahav Chesed
Romans 12:1-5 | 12:6-8 | 12:9-21 £pwe
New Testament Eros aydarin
Ephesians | 4:1-6 | 4:7-12 | 4:13-16 Greek biroc Agape
Philos
Thang and Anh The Necessity of Agape

* 1 If (¢4v) [hypothetically] | speak in the languages
(YAwooaig) of men and of angels, but have not love
(dyarn), | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2
And if | have prophecy and know all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. 3 If |
give away all | have, and if | deliver up my body to
be burned, but have not love, | accomplish nothing.




The Practice of Agape

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

* 4 Love (ayarn) is patient and kind. Love does
not envy or boast. It is not arrogant 5 or rude.
It does not insist on its own way. It is not
irritable or keep a record of wrong. 6 It does
not rejoice at unrighteousness, but co-rejoices
with the truth. 7 It endures all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

AGAPE NOT AGAPE
Is Patient Does Not Envy or Boast
Is Kind Is Not Arrogant

Rejoices with the Truth

Is Not Rude

Passess over All Things in Silence

Does Not Insist on lts Own Way

Believes All Things

Is Not Irritable

Hopes All Things

Keeps No Record of Wrongs

Endures All Things

Does Not Rejoice at Unrighteousness

Jamie Coleman
* Favorites - Yesterday at 12:35 AM - &

Happy Birthday to our sunshine! Abigail turns 2 today!
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How to Win Friends and Influence People
Dale Carnegie

PRINCIPLE 1
PRINCIPLE 2
PRINCIPLE 3

PRINCIPLE 4
PRINCIPLE 5
PRINCIPLE 6

PRINCIPLE 7
PRINCIPLE 8
PRINCIPLE 9

Begin with praise and honest appreciation.

Call attention to people’s mistakes indirectly.

Talk about your own mistakes before criticizing the other
person.

Ask questions instead of giving direct orders.

Let the other person save face.

Praise the slightest improvement and praise every
improvement.

Give the other person a fine reputation to live up to.

Use encouragement. Make the fault seem easy to correct.
Make the other person happy about doing the thing you
suggest.

The Permanence of Agape
1 Corinthians 13:8-12

* 8 Love never falls. As for prophecies, they will pass away
(katapyew, fut. pass.). As for [speaking foreign] languages, they
will cease (mavw, fut. mid.). As for knowledge, it will pass away
(katapyew, fut. pass.). 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in
part, 10 but when the perfect (10 TéAelov) comes, the partial will
pass away (katapyew, fut. pass.). 11 When | was a child, | spoke
like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When |
became a man, | gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now | know (ywvwokw, pres.) in
part. Then | shall know fully (€muyivwokw, fut.), even as | was fully
known (£TLYIVWOKW, aor.).
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Immaturity
Gnosis
Spiritual Gifts

Temporary

Maturity
Epignosis
Agape

Permanent




The Preeminence of Agape
1 Corinthians 13:13

*1 Co 13:13 13 So now persists (pEvw, pres.) faith,
hope, and love, these three. But the greatest of

these is love (ayarn).

Cardinal Virtues Theological Virtues

Prudence ,
Faith
Justice
Hope
Courage
Agape
Temperance

Polytheism
New Age Spirituality

Scientism
Darwinism
Secular Humanism

ATHEISM

Atheistic Existentialism




Application Agape: the Most Excellent Way

1 Corinthians 13 Review of 1 Corinthians 13

* Pursue agape (1 Co 14:1). * The Excellence of Agape (v. 12:31)
* Agape is not something that can be micromanaged; it is by nature decentralised.

* The Necessity of Agape (vv. 1-3)

* Agape is an affair of the will, a decision.
* Agape requires us to make ourselves vulnerable. * The Practice of Agape (VV' 4'7)

= Don’t do for others what they are able and should be doing for themselves. e The Permanence of Agape (vv. 8-12)
* Agape means we will sometimes have to say no to those close to us. « The Preeminence of Agape (V 1 3)
« Don’t just give agape...receive agape. Don’t forget to show yourself agape.

« Stir up one another to agape (He 10:24).

Thang and Anh




